
 

                       2022 Football Playoff Seeding Guidelines and Procedures 
 

1. Rankings 
CIF Power Rankings will be used to seed teams in the CIFSDS playoffs in each division for the CIFSDS playoffs 
 

2. Ties in the Rankings 
When teams are tied in the rankings, the advisory committee will use the following tiebreakers, in the following 
order to break the tie: 
a. Head to Head Competition 
b. Common Opponents and W/L records against those opponents 
c. Vote of Advisory Committee 
d. Seeding Committee Facilitator  
 
Note: Ties will be broken at the beginning of each divisional seeding, prior to reviewing minimum number of contests. 

 
3. Minimum number of Contests 

Teams that have not played the minimum number of contests designated by the advisory committee (9 for 11-
man and 7 for 8-man football) are considered to have an invalid power ranking. These teams may be moved in 
the power rankings at the will of the advisory committee to the position that the committee believes is an 
appropriate placement in the rankings.  This may include a team being moved outside of the playoff bracket 
unless the team is a league champion. 

 
Note:  Invalid power rankings will be identified immediately after breaking ties, prior to reviewing head to head 
competition. 
 

4. Head to Head Competition 
Advisories (Seeding Committees) will start at the top of each division’s power rankings and work down through 
the rankings to ensure accuracy of records and review head to head competition. When there is head to head 
competition between two consecutively ranked teams, and the team that is ranked lower has beaten the team 
immediately preceding them, the lower ranked team will move up one spot in the rankings and the higher 
ranked team will move down one spot.  The seeding committee will review head to head competition only 
through one position outside of the bracket, i.e., #13 in a 12-team bracket. Teams can only move one position 
(up or down) based on head to head competition. 

 
5. 1st Round Matchups 

Every effort will be made to avoid teams from the same league playing each other in 1st round games (this does 
not apply to the Open Division which starts in the semi-final round).  If it is determined by the Commissioner or 
designee that a 1st round league matchup cannot be avoided because it would significantly impact the integrity 
of the bracket, the two teams from the same league will play each other in the 1st round. 

 
6. League Champions  

In the sport of football, there are no play-in games and league champions are guaranteed entry into the playoffs; 
league champions ranked outside of the bracket will displace the lowest ranked team within the bracket that is 
not a league champion and will host the 1st round contest unless playing a higher seeded league champion. 
 
Example 1 (12-team bracket): #14 is a league champion; #14 moves to #12 and #12 is not a participant in the 
CIFSDS playoffs. 
 
Example 2 (12-team bracket):  #14 is a league champion; #12 and #11 are also league champions.  #14 moves to 
#12, #12 moves to #11 and #11 moves to #10.  The #10 ranked team, which is not a league champion, is not a 
participant in the CIFSDS playoffs. 

 
6. State CIF Playoffs 

All CIFSDS Section Champions, who meet minimum CIF requirements for selection,  will advance to the CIF State 
Playoffs.  Teams may be moved to a different state division than the division in which they competed in the San 
Diego Section playoffs. There are no enrollment parameters in any division.  State CIF Playoff brackets  will be 
posted at cifstate.org on Sunday, November 27, 2022. 

 
 


